rolief bill* is so drafted that* on a day when ther- are few liberals on 
amendment 

floor, a t wo-wo rd/ would repeal the entire Act. It would be necessary 
©aly to replace the words " Puerto Bieo" with the words "United States" • 
The other amendment is attached to a bill providing that Virgin Islanders, 
eh© are Americans* can be a knitted to one of Washington* s government hos- 
pitals. 



Slag is standing for re-election. this year* with the endorse- 
ment ©f William Green. Sis openent { there are two, but tbs one who 
really has a chance) is Congressman Abe S&trdock, ©f fee Smith 
committee. Murdoch in one of tbs mors liberal Mmebers. Be has* 
from the beginning* opposed fete Kies committee even to the extent of 
voting against it. So led the floor fight against fee Smith amendments. 
Bo voted agaipst the deportation of Barry Bridges* etc. there is no 
question of his popularity with Utah voters* but he has no dough and 
reports feat his key people are being approached by king's crowd* Who 
have dough. Murdoch was giving a resounding ovation at the recent 
Utah Democratic Convention. Green’s endorsement followed Murdoch* s 
subimssioa, with &ttn Arthur H^aleg ( Boa., Maas.) of a minority 
report severly critical ©f the majority report pf the Smith committee. 

If you have looked /at the bills end r ports I send you from 

[ 

time to time you have noticed feat-: .-Jerry Voorhis has redrafted his 
registration bill four tiums./fho second draft ( the third is only a 
week old, and fee fourth a few days } has fee approval of fed Bouse 

I^diciary Cauaittee and may* if Congress hands around long enough* cope 

/ . 

up. If it doss, it will, pass. 
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Adjournment still is not settled, but the chances get slimmer . 
With each Nazi success. Frankly, I can’t see any reason for the 
administration’s obvious effort to get Congress hoiaej unless they 
plan something too raw for even this Congress, and the way things look 
now even a declaration of war wouldn’t fot Into that category. Since 
his speech of a month ago FDR has had Congress his way. Whenever he 
hasn’t gotten what he asked for he has gotten more. The boys who 
aren?t following him are way ahead, as the bills and resolutions also i 
show. There is nothing he could want that he couldn’t get pasted, and 
nothing the Members have wanted seems to heve met with disapproval frtem 

k 

him. He statement when caked at his press conference a week ago about” 
adjournment reflects Ms feeling about Congress. He said, 'They cb®. , \ 
stay around as long as they like," \ 

Tfost of the talk today was about the French levy. It seems that 

it and the Iralian Navy combined are msmszpr enou^i to handle the 



present British fleet, with the help of what little the Nazi’s s^ill 
have. The fear seems to be that that makes it tough for us. If you 







remember the Senate Naval Affairs Committee report that I sent you a 
month ago you will remember that they took the line that the tJS need 
have no fear because no one without a Navy as pwoerful as ours can 



bother us. This is also the line that those few who have spoken against, 
in their own ineffectual way, the defense bills have taken. If the 
Nazi’s get the i ranch ships it will be la strong blow against the few 
down here who speak of the possibility df ourj getting into this war by 

j - - 

minding business other than our own. i. 





west Coast Italian consular throat; s and espionage on American workers 
in that publication. Seme of hie <h ueuments were startling. Bight 
before Me death Paul Y. Anderson hied a piece in the Nation along 
the same lines. However, beginning iwith the invasion of Poland, although 









various Government agencies have known of the intervention of Italian 
diplomatic representatives in domestic affairs they have deliberately 



done nothing about it. Perhaps the best reason, given for this is the 



reason Jerry Yoorhis gave Girolamo Yalenti, anti-f scist Italian language 
newspaper editor from New York. "We don't want to do anything to make 
Mr, Mussolini angry. It is not the policy of the government", he 



i? 

ib 



said. This Is an approximate quote. I s&n get the exact one if you want 
it. Yalenti, after great difficulty, has gotten to testify before the 
Dies committee, which shut Ms up as boon as he starts d to do a 
real Job. They took his ti les and Stedfastly refused to put them in the 
record or return them. Sven after the., "brief testimony he gave, Yalenti 7 , 

told us that night we had the famous little dinner party at Pat 

; -/f 

Jadkson’s, at least three Italian OVBA agent fled this country. 

f//‘ ! ' 

Yalanti's paper, la Parol^f ^\puMLia^lqr line, I believe. 

He made the statement aboire- \ns|fe only. 'ft fhetdlaner party but also at 

a press conference Pat arranged : for at'- the ional Press flub two 

/ / / I * . k ' ■> • V- 

days later. The Sew Pol^s^/ Ba^art seift, touched off the 

recent stories, must bip© kp^wn about it lor a long time. Imong Ihe 



; r 

it 

'ft': 

r 



other similar things the Dies committee has supressed is the fact that 

; I T \ - - V . ^ 

the Counsellor of the Italian Embassy herb* Gleuseppi SSI Cosmelli, 

extended his counsel to pative American fawelst leaders. They learned 

/ ; ; 

this last May, make a fiaw gestr/r^'S as thou# they were going to do 
something about it, then forgq/t #ls incident. It strikes am as a bit 
humorous that Yalenti is now 'sehe duled to reappear before the Dies 
commit tee, particularly 'beeri#e/ f: ^hs second time I testified before 




tfcat committee Dies observed, When I mentioned Valenti's name, 

"Ok, I know tkst bird* He's a Communist" • 

Sswwjal weeks ago I told you of tho private disrate between 
tbe State Department end Pan American Airwa^fe. It has been settled 
%Mtt » t|fx quietly* Trippe has dismissed ail the German employees of bis 
line in Colombia* 

ie not mack that X might say about the debate on the 
Midges dftpew-tation bill* I enclose the pages of the Congressional 
®es®rd that deal with it* It was a new low, sickening to mostn of the 
sormspondents In the gallery at. the time, even those who are 
conservative • Seme left because tbeyaaetually couldn’t stand it. 

Under separate cover more State Department releases and 
bills and resolutions* 

Save you noticed that the projected legislation, some of it 
by this time law, that I have sent you during the past month constitute 
a clear pattern for American fascism? 

Some students from Michigan State College have communicated 
to you something of their antiwar activities. Severe! of them ahev been 
here for several days and got as fan as the ihite E^uee, where they got 
a cool reception. Tomorrow I am getting details, and if there is sxjckki 
anything in it I'll send it up then. 

I am hoping to get up tei He. York early this week. I am also 
hoping to get paid for the Pittman material. 



Yours 






